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Good day. Of course, everyday is a great day in Madeira Beach! I am 
Bob Daniels, your Interim City Manager and I am honored to be serving 
the residents, Board of Commissioners, and the staff in Madeira Beach. 
I have hit the ground running and have been able to meet some of you 
and look forward to continuing the relationships that we have started. 
I am sure I will have an opportunity to meet more residents as we host 
city functions in the future, or if you are near City Hall, just stop in. As 
busy as the day gets, I will always try to be available, even if it is just 
for a few minutes. 

My management style is pretty simple; I manage by walking around and working with staff to 
get our tasks done efficiently and expeditiously. If you have a comment or a question, please 
reach out to me here at at City Hall (727-391-9951 x228) or rdaniels@madeirabeachfl.gov. While 
Madeira Beach is a small city, the challenges we face are the same as can be found in many 
larger communities; balancing development while maintaining the character of our community, 
transportation, protecting our environment, and being good stewards of taxpayer dollars.

“Coffee with the Manager” continues 8 – 9 a.m., Thursday, August 8th at Madeira Beach Juicerie, 
15026 Madeira Way. Then, that night at City Hall,  don’t miss our hurricane preparedness 
event, “Are You Ready for Hurricane Season?”. Starting at 6 p.m. we’ll hear from public safety 
experts with Pinellas County Emergency Management, PCSO, and our own Madeira Beach Fire 
Department on what to do before, during and after a storm.

Lastly, our friends at Madeira Beach Fundamental School are looking for volunteers to help 
coordinate drop-off (7:15 - 7:45 a.m.) and pick-up traffic (1:45 - 2:15 p.m.) weekdays. If you’re 
looking for the ultimate rewarding experience please consider volunteering to be a child mentor 
to a student. Trust me, you will get more than you give. For more information contact Madeira 
Beach Fundamental School Volunteer Coordinator Stacy Allen at 727-547-7697. 

Manager’s Minute

Robert J. Daniels
City Manager (Interim)

City Clerk

In July the City Clerk’s office and the Florida Commission on Ethics offer a 1-day seminar, “Ethics 
101 – What you Need to Know!” Commission Attorney Grayden P. Schafer led the presentation 
for elected officials, staff and the public about the “do’s and don’ts” of working in the public 
sector. As of July 31, 2019, the Board of Commissioners have held 39 meetings in 2019. All of 
the meetings are open to public and allow for public comment. Regularly scheduled meeting are 
held at City Hall, 300 Municipal Drive, Madeira Beach, FL 33708.

Workshop Agenda Setting  2nd Tuesday @ 5:45 p.m.
Regular Meeting    2nd Tuesday @ 6 p.m.
Regular Workshop Meeting  4th Tuesday @ 2 p.m

mailto:rdaniels%40madeirabeachfl.gov?subject=
http://Madeira Beach Juicerie
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/
https://www.pcsoweb.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MadeiraBeachFD/
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https://www.pcsb.org/mb-ms
http://www.ethics.state.fl.us/


Community Development

The project of reviewing Madeira Beach’s efforts over the last 
8-years to help keep the community prepared for a possible 
disaster continued in July. The Community Rating System (CRS) 
looks at everything from building codes to elevation certificates to 
community outreach in order to provide a rating that can, among 
other things, help property owners obtain a discount from their 
insurance carrier on flood insurance.

The city has been very proactive in developing a top-notch CRS program, and staff has received 
plaudits on the quality of the current program, which has benefited from significant updates over 
the last two years. However, the review includes a lengthy period before the city provided its 
own permitting, and when staffing in the planning office was sparse. FEMA intends to review 
the entire 8-year period using current standards which would be excessive and place an unfair 
burden on the city. Community Development staff and the Pinellas County Flood Plain Manager 
are working with FEMA representatives to establish a fair and equitable standard of review for 
each year based on the standards in place at the time. Holding the city to the standards applicable 
at the time is essential to maintaining the city’s Class 6 rating and preserving the flood insurance 
discount now available to property owners.

Parking

In July, the Parking Supervisor had several meetings and conversations with Flowbird (the 
city’s contractual parking maintenance provider) about going coinless for all city-wide parking 
machines. This change was put in place on August 1, 2019, and parking machines will now only 
accept credit/debit cards, or you can pay through one of two apps, Park Mobile or Way To Park. 
These apps work on both Android and iOS and are free to download.

Coming soon, we will be installing new touch screens in the parking kiosks designed to significantly 
reduce glare, improve functionality, and offer simple, easy to follow instructions on how to use 
the system.
Finance

On July 8, the Board of Commissioners approved the $15 
million stormwater improvement bank loan with Sterling 
National Bank. The closing took place on July 11, 2019, 
and the funds were deposited into a new special investment 
account established by the Finance Department. These funds 
are presently earning the city an average of 2.40%. The 
city’s Financial Advisor, Nick Rocca, has done a great job in 
assisting city staff in explaining the funding process, 
issuing the loan RFP, and with the closing documents.

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program-community-rating-system
https://www.fema.gov/
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/parking-information/
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/finance-department/


Budget

During the month of July, there have been three critical meetings with the Budget Review 
Committee, which has gone through the proposed FY2020 budget with a fine-tooth comb, 
that resulted in 45 recommendations. These recommendations were shared with the BOC at a 
joint meeting with the committee held on July 22, 2019. At the meeting, the BOC made two 
changes and provided consensus approval for the remainder of the recommendations. One of 
the recommendations involves a new merit-based system for staff raises. Under this new merit-
based system, staff could receive up to a 2% maximum increase in salary based upon successful 
evaluation. All staff would receive a 2% cost of living adjustment (COLA) on October 1, 2019. 
The BOC was provided an FY2020 Budget Draft document which included each department’s 
FY2020 budgets and a summary of total revenues and expenditures.

At a Special Meeting of the BOC held on July 30, 2019, to set the maximum millage rate the 
BOC approved the recommendation by the Budget Review Committee as well as staff to raise 
the maximum millage rate from 2.2 mills to 2.75 mills, the first increase in four years. Increasing 
the rate is needed to help pay the annual $1 million bond payment, resulting from the $15 million 
stormwater improvement loan.

How much of each property tax dollar collected goes to the City of Madeira Beach?



Building Official

The dog days of summer heat haven’t slowed down economic development in Madeira Beach. 
Several large condominium projects are in various stages of progress in our community. 

• The Madeira Bay Project (44 units) at 13101 Gulf 
Blvd., is at 62%. Stucco is progressing on the rear of 
the building, with roof trusses and roofing coming 
soon. Interior framing is at about 85% complete and 
the trades are following proportionately. The ramp 
pour is now complete. 

• The Town Center Project (Phase 4-Hotel “A”) is at 
45%. The current work in progress includes masonry 
perimeter envelope, interior framing, rough-in of 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing components and 
completion of structural items.  

• The Barefoot Beach Resort project at 13238 Gulf Blvd, is still working off a temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy. They are currently working on the roof-top structure and lounge 
area rooms.  

• The Madeira del Mar Condominiums project (13 units, 2-stories above parking) 15305 1st 
Street E, is currently awaiting final architect’s and mechanical, electrical and plumbing plans 
to be submitted for review and permitting. 

• The Madeira Shores project (6-Single Family Homes) 14910 North Bayshore, had the 
walls and roof trusses installed. They are ready to enclose the exterior shell and run the 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing. 

• The Gulf Grille project (restaurant) 14080 Gulf Blvd, has had the “foundation” application 
processed for the project. Because of additional requirements, the building permit will not be 
issued at this time. 

• The John’s Pass Resort project has begun with the development of architect’s graphics and 
scheduling another round of neighborhood informational meetings. They are also currently 
working on the access rights for the alley. 

• The West Events Space – 13435 Gulf Blvd., is currently working on framing the interior 
walls to allow the mechanical, electrical and plumbing trades to perform their rough-ins. 
The rear parking lot is 80% complete.  They are waiting on fencing, 
irrigation and landscaping to be completed.



Monthly Totals

Building Department

• 104 different types of permits were issued
• $48,732.81 Permit fees collected 
• $1,978,212.00 Permit estimated value or cost 
• 360 completed inspections (avg. 20 per day)

• 3 new code compliance cases were created
• 3 code compliance cases being resolved
• 25 open code compliance brought to the Special Magistrate  

Building Code Compliance

Community Policing / Code Enforcement

• 20 code compliance cases were opened
• 21 code compliance cases were resolved 
• 34 code compliance cases remain open

Marina

Fishing during the early morning and at night-time hours 
can offer relief from the heat and some exceptional action. 
Snook and Tarpon are among the top of our nocturnal 
predators in the area and can be found feeding heavily 
in the passes during strong outgoing tides. Baits can vary 
from shrimp, crab, pinfish, mullet, and ladyfish.

There are a variety of tactics you can use but be observant 
to the fishes feeding behavior. Most Tarpon bites come on the surface, while more of the Snook 
bites are near the bottom. Live bait is not always king. You want to be fishing, not trying to catch 
bait when the bite is on. Bucktail jigs have been a favorite among pass anglers since the 1960s. 
A ¾ -one ounce red/white, chartreuse/white or a purple and black are among the preferred colors 
but fish whatever you are most confident.
 
Cast up tide on shadow lines or drop-offs and slowly hop the jig back with the current. Use a 40 
to 50-pound leader and braided line for longer casts and line strength to help work the fish away 
from the structure. Handle all your fish with care and do not remove Tarpon from the water. This 
is purely sport fishing and will challenge all your angling skills and your patience, but the thrill 
of victory is indescribable.

This time of year always be on the lookout for thunderstorms. When you hear thunder seek shelter 
because you are within the strike range. Fortunately, most of these storms don’t last too long, 
and after it passes, it can really trigger the fish. If you have any questions concerning fishing, 
boating or the marine waterways feel free to call us at your Madeira Beach 
Marina 7 days a week, 727-399-2631. Our knowledgeable and friendly 
staff members are always willing to help.



Public Works

The month of July was a busy one for Public Works staff, particularly on the beach. The warm 
temperatures proved to be an enticing draw for daily crowds from John’s Pass Park (South Beach) 
all the way to Archibald Memorial Beach Park. More people means more to clean up and repair 
each day, and the staff starts before sunrise. After making sure the turtle rescue volunteers have 
inspected the more than 30 nests on the beach, staff rakes the beach, fills in holes and removes 
trash from our legendary stretch of sand.

Speaking of turtles, have you been paying attention 
to all the turtle hatchings? During the last week of 
July, we saw a nest hatch with a reported 50 or 
more hatchlings making their way into the world! 
Unfortunately, some of those hatchlings started 
wandering away from the water because of lights 
on nearby buildings. Property owners should be 
aware that the city has recently updated its code 
to require that “The Point source of light or any 
reflective surface of the light fixture shall not be 
directly visible from the beach” and  “Light sources 

that do not meet the specified standards and are visible from the beach shall be turned off from 
sunset each night until sunrise each morning during the period from May 1 to October 31 each 
year, or until all turtle nests are no longer present on the beach, whichever is later.” (Sec. 110-504)

Fortunately, volunteers were able to round up the wayward reptiles and point them back in the 
right direction. If you own property along the beach and have questions about your lighting, email 
Community Development staff (gsinkfield@madeirabeachfl.gov), and they will be happy to help 
you make your property “turtle-friendly.”

Summer is the time for quick rain events resulting in localized flooding. Be respectful of your 
neighbors when driving through flooded streets. Your wake can create water entering low lying 
houses. Remember to keep the storm drains clear in front of your house.  Storm drains lead 
directly to the bay so never pour anything into the grate. Grass clipping should be swept or blown 
back onto your grass, never down the storm drains. A fertilizer ban is in effect in Pinellas County 
until September 30, 2019.

Lastly, but definitely not least, congratulations to Sanitation Driver Henry Oliver, who retired in 
July after 35 years of service at the City of Madeira Beach. Good luck in retirement Henry, you 
will be missed!

https://madeirabeachfl.gov/finance-department/
https://www.madbeachfun.com/john-s-pass-park


Recreation

The summer excitement in July as more than 100 summer campers packed the Recreation Center 
and its many field trips! With trips to Rays’ games, bowling, nearby Alligator Attraction, and 
other fun destinations, the excitement was at an all-time high for the summer. With that in mind, 
school is right around the corner, and our After School Care registration is open for all children 
who attend Madeira Beach Fundamental and Orange Grove Elementary. 

In July, the Recreation Complex hosted the NSA World Series, and over 20 teams from all over 
the country visited our community. With traveling in mind, the Madeira Beach Youth Baseball 
and Softball programs sent two teams of their own to the Babe Ruth World Series. The 14U 
Riptide softball team came away the World Series Champions making them the top team in the 
nation! With the baseball and softball seasons coming to an end, Madeira Beach Youth Soccer and 
Fall Registration for Baseball and Softball will open soon!

Upcoming community events in Madeira Beach
August 9 – Sunset 5K Series: Race #3 – John’s Pass Park – 7 p.m.

August 9 – Movie on the Beach: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off – Archibald Memorial Beach Park
August 28 – CPR Training – Madeira Beach Fire Department

September 21 – Wounded Warrior Softball Game – Recreation Complex – 4 p.m.

Fire Department

Your Madeira Beach Fire Department measures many standards and operational issues to ensure 
the highest quality of emergency services are provided to our residents and visitors. One of our 
measures is “turnout time”, the time required for us to respond to a fire event or call for advanced 
life support. The clock starts when we are notified of an emergency by Pinellas County dispatch 
until we are in the fire truck responding to the emergency. For the past two years, our firefighters 
have been fastest in Pinellas County! Next month, we’ll take a look at situations and events that 
that could affect those great turnout times.

www.madeirabeachfl.gov
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