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Sea Turtle Activity Continues on Madeira Beach 

MADEIRA BEACH, FL – The City of Madeira Beach is 
experiencing a flurry of activity from sea turtles as 
hatchlings have started to emerge from more than 30 nests 
laid along a 2-mile stretch of sand. A nest generally 
incubates for 60-90 days before hatching. After the 
incubation period, the turtle hatchlings dig out of their nest 
at the same time, a process that can take several days. 

As a group, they leave their nest at night and hopefully head 
directly for the Gulf of Mexico. They are drawn to light sources like the moon or stars reflecting 
off the water; however, artificial light sources such as lights on hotels or condos can lead them in 
the wrong direction. The City of Madeira Beach has lighting restrictions in place restricting lighting 
during turtle nesting season, May - October.  

All property owners are required to follow city code when it comes to lighting near the beaches 
during turtle season. Some tips to help keep sea turtles safe include: 

• Make sure any direct light or light reflected off a surface is not visible from the beach.  
• Do not leave beach chairs, cabanas and other furniture on the beach overnight  
• Fill in all holes in the sand and knockdown sandcastles before leaving the beach 
• If you find sea turtle hatchlings moving away from the beach, call *FWC (*392) from your 

cell phone  

Light sources that do not meet the specified standards and are visible from the beach should be 
turned off from sunset each night until sunrise each morning from May to October, or until all sea 
turtle nests are no longer present on the beach, whichever is later. 

The penalty for violating the ordinance can include a fine of $250 per day beginning on the date of 
the original citation.  

For more information, contact Curt Preisser, City of Madeira Beach Public Information Officer at 
727-391-9951 x299 or cpreisser@madeirabeachfl.gov. 
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