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City Hall Art Exhibit & Public Reception Opens to Rave Reviews 
 
MADEIRA BEACH, FL – When is City Hall not City Hall? Never really, but on January 6th, 
Madeira Beach City Hall was the place to the public enjoyed "Reflections of a Blue Mind", a 
showing of artwork by local artist Amanda Pratt.  

 
Residents and tourists arrived to find the city hall commission 
chamber transformed into a reception lounge, complete with 
hors-d'oeuvres, wine, and live music. At the center of the room 
stood a large, live tree with hundreds of white ribbons hanging 
from its branches. At the end of each ribbon was a name tag; 
this was the guest book and hundreds of people signed it. 
 
City Manager Jonathan Evans and Pratt greeted guests as they 

arrived for the unique event. Pratt provided walking tours through city hall, talking about her works 
of art hanging on the walls. Evans answered questions about how he came up with the idea for an 
art showing – he just keeps looking for ways to bring people together.  
 
"People are used to coming to city hall to pay a bill, ask for help or to fill out a permit application," 
said Evans. "I wanted to show that city hall, and the people who work in it, are a vital, caring and 
helpful part of the community. 
 
As guests moved from the commission chamber to the staff 
office area, they passed through the city hall lobby and a giant 
black and white drawing of a sea turtle. Next to the canvas lay 
an artists pallet with a myriad of colored paints and brushes. 
Guests were invited to fill in the colors of the sea turtle, and 
hardly anyone skipped the opportunity to show off their own 
creativity.  
 
"Amanda's work portrays what makes Madeira Beach one of the most beautiful and popular 
communities on the Gulf Coast, bringing together the fluidity of the ocean with the calm of a 
tropical sunset," said Lacy Lafave, event organizer and Executive Assistant to the City Manager. 
"Everyone had great things to say about the art and the event, but, the most common thing I heard 
was they couldn't believe we did it in city hall." 
 
For more information contact Curt Preisser, City of Madeira Beach Public Information Officer at 
727-391-9951 x299 or cpreisser@madeirabeachfl.gov. 
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